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D %- — 

•AT*s$> Room_ 




Admir\l.. D.enn is on call ed from the White Souse on 
the a.fte rnoon/ oA De o em.be t^.32 . He said he had re viewed the ) . f 

rThe y/^' 

of the i nv ejst i gati on. I informed him' that the Bureau doe syd-f 07 / 

noT^Sraw conclusions from the facts developed in its in - / O / 

vesti gat ions , but that we report the facts as we find them • 

| Be th^^apke^fpf M^ as to whet 1 *LjM$. her 




gation to the point where - it now is, toe had consulted with 
SecT^^^lovett^j^ d^that,. no^fur^hef:,.tnpes 1 1 - 

gation bel_ conducted until he_ had. had an opportunity tjO-.ga. over 
the report .of \ facts developed, I- tctJllZAdmi&alFBen n is on that 
I “th oughiybtedecz:S$pji^s^j&^ 

1 0 . ¥ y° Pe^ecM^M^Ufi 

WMle^Mausa. D ennison ^agi^d^jDiJihxdiMs . He said he wa s 


n#«' •«>« he thcj®ti&&»*^mMM:%$M^ 
t ty Prt * re 

inuut±andanceffit^the^December^lO,^1951, conference, cal ling 
f the ir a iten t i on tiL^e-appjaret^..leo^ and stat ing that ..ipfatle 
he <* «iL5LJ3li!i3fe- 

m embers prjes ent^ neve rthe Iks s r Me . f eels, ifZhat somewhere along 
the line , through the . tnj ud i ci o us. Jhandli n g„, of^the: . 4nf o r pmai ion 
as~'tpZwhat went on at the conference, a leak resulted, and 
that" he (the Pres identy e xpicts that edcK' r vftll™iaitT* > the 
necessary action to insure that such leaks do not occur in 
the future. 


Admiral Dennison. inli^atSd he would talk with m 

Secretary Lovett on the afternoon of DeceWB'er '’3i“anS would . / 

o&n^^wi'M^W&^Mneai4e]nt v p^.^aism i ry 1. He stated he 
expected that the results of .'his conference with the President 
would be reported to the Bureau by Secretary Lovett. / — n A/*? 


r 


-5.. > 


During my conversation with Admiral Dennison t 
he commended the Bureau on the acouraoy of its reporting 9 
particularly pointing out that the reporting of the 
interview with him was most accurate and sucoinct. 


ACTIONi 


For your information « 
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TO , N : 
FROM 
SUBJECT: 





UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


ennrich 


date: December SSA, 


ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
DECEMBER} 10, 1951 

TO JACK: ANDERS 0 N, LEG-MAN FOR DREW PEARSON 
ESPIONAGE -X 


b6 • 
b7C 


1951 

To icon 

Ladd 

01»gg 

Olavln 

Nichols 

Roae n . 

Tracy 

Harb o 

Balmont 

JJohr 


PURPOSE: ■ 


HE REU4]8yWCU|9'" 4 ^ 



Tela. Roorn^ 


To advise you that the Bureau files fail to reflect a 
common tie-in between Pearson, Allen and Anderson with those 
individuals who attended the White House conference on December 
1951 , 

BACKGROUND: 

For the purpose of ascertaining whether or not our files 
reflect a close relationship, a common incident, or a tie-up 
between Drew Pearson, Jack Anderson and Robert Sharoyd^Allen with 
those individuals who attended the White House conference 
December 10, 1951, namely ; Robert Ab&rcrombieT&ovett, General Omar 




n - 

e^ojfrsradley, General Joseph Lawtogf^WTlins , (f&njsral HoffiT^bahford 
ndenberg , WilliamyMoj^'ojo^PSihtler, General Char ).es^Peavr^rpSb ell,. 
Secretary "Frank Secretary Thomas KnigMffFfnletter, Actin g 

Secretary Franois^^Wnitehair, Acting Secretary) Jam es Edwtw$*V'8'lfb, 


be 

b7C 


Admiral Sidney William^souers, Mr , James 


Feldep^FUf National Security Council, General flurry H awki n< 
Admiral Robert le 


inison. General Robert rtftidry, 
following check was made , 







si 



The index cards from Records Section were called on the above- 
named individuals together with all build-ups and break-downs , The 
cards pertaining to each individual were arranged numerically 
and each set- of cards were compared to the cards pertaining to 
Drew Pearson, Jack Anderson and Robert Sharon Allen, whose cards 
were also set up numerically, As a result of the above comparison 
a number of references were obtained whereby it was noted that the 
name of the individual attending the conference was also listed 
in the 3ame piece of correspondence or report with that of the name 
of Drew Pearson or Allen or Anderson, In some references it was 
noted that the individual ^ names would appear in correspondence where 
both the Pearson and Anderson names appear, 

AJMislw ss va * v ) 


' 97 

b b JAins * ^*2 





£X. • « 



Upon the completion of comparing the index cards all 
references mere pulled and reviewed and they failed to reflect 
a common incident or tie-up between the individuals attending 
the White House conference of December 10, 1951 and Pearson, 

Anderson and Alien, 

However, it is of interest to note that in two instances 
Drew Pearson released information of a confidential nature 
which information was in the possession of Mr, H , Freeman Matthews 
who it will' be noted attended the White House conference of 
December 10, 1951, 

One of the above instances was in reference to a leak of 
information in the State Department in April of 1946, 

In April of 1946, U, S, Ambassador Bedell Smith had a 
two hour interview with Premier Stalin of Russia, /Embassador Smith 
furnished to the State Department on April 5, 1946$* in code, a 
message reflecting his tails with Premier Stalin, Drew Pearson on 
Sunday evening, April 7, 1946 broadcasted the substance of this 
message. Investigation by the Bureau reflected that three copies 
of the code message was made up one of which was delivered to Mr, 

H," Freeman Matthews, Chief of the Division of European Affairs of 
the State Department, on April 6, 1946 which was prior to the 
Pearson broadcast of Sunday, April 7, 1946, Accordingly there is j/ 
no indication that Matthews furnished the information to Pearson 
and the investigation failed to fix responsibility for the leak 
of the information to Pearson, (62-58301-210,211,314,) 

The other instance of interest was information released 
by Drew Pearson in his column dated June 12, 1945, The information 
pertained to Mr, Harry Hopkins talks .with Premier Stalin of Russia, 
in Jime of 1945, Investigation by the Bureau reflected that Harry 
Hopkins sent telegrams from Moscow to President Truman reflecting 
the pesults of his talks with Premier Stalin, Copies of these 
telegrams were distributed to various individuals among them being 
Mr grew, who is Acting Secretary of State and to H, Freeman Matthews, 
was was Director of the European Division of the State Department 
at the time. There is no indication that Matthews furnished 
Drew Pearson with the confidential information and the investigation 
failed to definitely fix responsibility for the leak of the information 
to Drew Pearson, (62-78172-42,32,52) 

RECOMMENDATION: ' 


It is recommended that this memo be made part of captioned 


case. 



ACTION : 

That you authorise this memorandum be filed in the 
captioned case • 



3 - 



1 ! 


Please furnish me search slips , build-ups and 
break-downs on the f ollowing individual s: Matter must 

be handled expeditiously . 
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WORM AT10N CONTAINER 
!S ^CLASSIFIED 

ir/affla 


Drew Pearson 
Robert Sharon Allen 
jack_ Anderson . 

4. -' Robert Abercrombie Lovett p 

5. General Omar Nelson Bradley pf 

6. General Joseph Louden Collins P* 

7. General Hoyt Stanford Vandenberg fiJ 

8. William Morrow Fechtler — F 

9 . General Charles Pearre Cabell — F 
10. Secretary Frank C . Pace- fi- 
ll . Secretary Thomas Knight Finletter fi". 

12. Acting Secretary Francis P. Whitehair 

13. Acting Secretary James Edwin Webb — ■ F 

14. ¥r. J5T. Freeman Matthews — F 

15. Admiral Sidne-y William Souers f~' 



16. Mr. James Felden Lay, National Security Council P 

17. General Harry Hawkins Vaughan F 

18. Admiral Robert Lee Dennison F' 

19. General Robert B. Landry — r F 

20. S: Everett Gleason P 

21. Dan A. Kimball. f** 


Mr. Edward H . Foley, Jr. 
General Willis Matthews X 


Colonel 


) 


did not attend 
conference 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 54 


Office Menmandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

•- 'Vf* 

TO s The Director datb: January £,>1952 

I / Tolwn. 

D. M, Ladd 


FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


Drew^Pearson /Column of 12 / 15 / 511^ 

Jack NorthjAdrlAnderson, aka Jack^&nderson; 
Robert Spft&Llen (Column of 12/13/51) , 
ESPIONAGE ’ -J 

all INFOB NATION COMTAIHEfl 


PURPOSE: 


This is to advise that Ad mira l Souers was brief ed 
on January 3, 1952, regarding the - content's of ~thlT 'report of 
SAC 'RT^HJ Hood, dated December 22, 1951,. and particularly regards 
ifjg~~the degree of association between Director of Public Informa- 
tion, Defense Department, Mr, Clayton F.ritchey and of Under 
Seer etary Francis P, Whitehair , Navy, with Drew Pearson , ’ 


DETAILS : 

In accordance with your instructions, Mr, Henn.ri.ch t alked 
with Admiral Souers of the White House,, on January 3 regarding the 
report df~SSC~R, ~B,"Hood, dated December 22, 1951, which reflects 
the - ' vn xxe'Stvgatton "df'the dll eg~ed leak from the White House conference 
of December' 10, 1951, He was briefed as to the investigation and 
advised of the information developed relative to the degree of as- 
sociation between Director of Public Information Clayton Fritchey 
of the Defense Department and Drew Pearson, He was also advised 
of the contacts between Under Seer etary Francis P, Whitehair of the 
Navy and Drew Pearson, 

Admiral S ouers adv i s.e,d- that, :i h e.-had just, about completed 
reviewing the Bureau's repeat. He indicated .that _he_ fe.lt jio 
futthyr~ihqui r i es should be made in this matter and suggested that 
had he been handling the matter no investigation would have been 
req u ested in the ^f if Sf place , He said that he thought that 
Admifal^penhlfon had probably " needled 11 the President in connection 
with"ttie~'request for an investigation inferring that Admiral 
DWnifiTsdn'was not awareof the problems involved in attempting to 
pin down responsibility for such a leak of information. Admiral 
Souer s'" commented' that he felt the investigation would have some 
good effects for a short peHddldf time/ln/that the' various agencies 
invdlvdd~wouTd be more security cons cious , 


CEH;e\ 


=V x/l'klrk 6 */' 

\H0 W®"* V IjflM 711*952 U. 
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A, 


As you know , as far as the Bureau is cone erned, all 
pending investigation has been completed , Secretary Lovett , 
who originally requested the invest igation, jfats advised that 
in event further inquiries are desired he will so advise , 

ACTION: 

For your information. You will be advised of any 
additional developments • 




T " • •••-»»- 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 06-25-2007 BY 60324 auc/Baw/cs/l jm 


f/y 


✓ 


1064442 


January 5, 19 5 < 


IHv. Tolsoni^, 

Mr. Giavia 

Mr. H-.rbo 

r« r. Rrson 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Laughlin.. 

Mr. Mohr 

Tele. Room — 

Mr. Neasc 

Mies Gandy — 


I ‘ II ■ 


Dear Mr. Hoover: | 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your kind 
letter of December 26, 1951, with which you 
enclosed a copy of the report of Special Agent in 
Charge R. B. Hood, covering the investigation of 
the reported leak of information from the White 
House conference which was held on December 10, 
1951. 

I have examined the details of this report 
with considerable interest, and X am sincerely 
appreciative of your thoughtfulness iri. .making it 
available to me. 

Sincerely yours. 






QMN © '1952 

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover ^ 

Director, Federal Bureau of investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 
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SAC, Washington Field 


January 4 , 1952 


Director, FBI 

D rew^fearson (Cplumn of !2/l5/51)ib 
Jack Northman t&nder son, aka Jack jLnder son 
Jtobert sJ Allen (Column of 12/13/51) 
ESPIONA&r- I 


^ Re report SAC R . J3. Boot dated December 22, 1951 • 

Tou are advised that no further investigation te desired 
in connection with thts natter and you are authorised to close 
your file • 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


THE DIRECTOR DATE: Dei 

MR. D. M. LADD vj/ 

DREW PEARSON jCColumn of December 15, 1951); 
JACK NORTM^rANDERSON, aka. Jack Anderson; 
ROBERT jSijfALLEN ( Column of December 13, 1951)-; 
ESPIONAGE - X 

' . j. . 



matter . 


To submit a summary 4) f the investigation in this 


Tol«. Room__ 
Neaso_ 



To advise: 

1 . Our investigation is completed . 

2. A report has been submitted to Secretary 
of Defense Lovett and to Admiral Souers . 

3. Admiral Dennison has been advised that 
report submitted to Lovett . 

4. Admiral Souers is out of Washington . Fill > 

6e briefed on his return January 4, 1952. 

BASIS OF INVESTIGATION : 

On De cember 13 . .... 19.51 . Mr.^Ro.bert, A. Lovett, x Secretary 
of '*nse, advised that the President had instructed that he 
r e FBI to initiate an investigation flf a reported 

- information regarding Top Secret matters discussed 
a iBB Souse conference, December 10,. 1951. Lovett stated 

Jv -son (leg-man for Pearson) had, on December 11, 1951, 

1 to Under Secretary of the Navy Francis Whitehair that 

he haa w olumn containing almost a verbatim account of what 
transpires at the December 10 conference . The President was 
not /( nd on his approval on Deo ember 12, 1951, General 

Oma B r ey sent for Anderson, reviewed the prepared column, 

and specified! ly requested deletion of two items for security 
reasons. Anderson had indicated entire column could not be 
"killed" and had already gone out on Bell Syndicate wires . 

He said he would recommend that two specified items be "killed."’ 


HECORDEO • 108 





INDEXED -109 



SUdWJWHG! 


Drew Pearson filed a column with the Bell Syndicate 
on December 11, 1951, It first appeared , to our knowledge , 
in the New York Daily Mirror on December 15, 1951. This 
column purported to report matters discussed at the 
December 10 conference and included quotes, Robert S, 

Allen filed a column with the Post-Hall News Syndicate on 
December 11, 1951, It first appeared, to our knowledge , 
in the New York Post on December 13, 1951, This column 
also purported to report matters discussed at the December 
10 conference and included quotes. The Allen and Pearson 
columns were similar in most details. The Pearson column 
dfd include, when filed, the two items objected to by 
General Bradley, Pearson filed a correction to the column, 
erMmtnating these items , on December 12, 




On Saturday, December 8, 1951, the Preside nt 
instructed Admiral Dennison to arrange for a conference to be 
helcl P r dnoipal oFject i ve 

of ~The~^confe fence was tbol e^gr up certain matters c oncerning 
ce ase-f i re ne go t ia tign 3 r J n^Korecfc YKe^^p eZific'. item precipi tating 
the~Pre Sident^s^a ction wa s^an *ite m , pro vid ina fo r r ep ai r and 
rehabilitation of roads x airfi elds, e tn J The Pre ^rd^er^—thb ught 
t?tat ^e~'W¥r~e~~l &Tng^ i s 

re gard 7 'The^Pre s ident at that time indAgg^MA^^jmMld^pgturn 
to Washin gton for .thq, confe rence^ather^t han.-Aapg^ja^js^vibe r 
offi cijalS-~t famX-J^bJ£Xsk $^9 where he was at that time. 

The Pres ident himself indie a t ed-jtho .se .^w ho ^M } OMld^be^px.e^ ent 
a t the con fer ence, and the arran gements were . made. bu.Admi ral 
2e nntsgn Z~ The per s ons^jnvMeji were no% sp e.pjftoMliu„.adjv ised 
as" to the nature of the conference , although from pending 
natters under co nsYdWraWi'o n they mould hnun been amarn j ] i a 
gener al way of items which were to be discusse d. There was, 
h(rwex5er7~Ji Qde8ianated or printed agend a. The conference 
conygjLe'd_.ja^.. approximate ly^fOT3d^^^nd adjourned at 
a pproxi mate 1 v ^lliAS^a^m . All persons present participated 
tn the discussions, with the exception of General Cabell, 

Vaughan and Landry, and Admiral Dennison, There was ex- 
tensive discussion of the cease-fire negotiations in Korea, 

. including objectives of the United Nations Forces and 
concessions which could be made in order to attain a cease- 
fire, There was also extensive discussion regarding the 
NATO planning and the European situation in general , The 
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conference waa generally of a brie fing^, nature, but * in 
addition, reaul tecTin action jepncern ing at... Legati ons 
i nstruct iorrir6~Gre ffii:mF~RidMaij~a£ 

tn.„fr£ ^negotta$iPM&„MiAhr MMmmunt&t-^C&iM8^n*&^c&a.8j&^t re, 
including concessions on repair and rehabilitation • 

The foil 0 

con feren ce and they have all been interviewed, except the 
Presrffleftts 

President Truman 

Secretary of Defense Robert A • Lovett 
■General Omar Bradley , Chief of Staff 
h General J, Lawton Collins, Army 
' General Hoyt S • Fandenberg, Air 
'Admiral William Fechteler, Navy 

General Charles P, Cabell , Director of Joint Chiefs of Staff 
\ Secretary France C • Pace, Army 
■ Secretary Thomas K, Finletter, Air 
• Acting Secretary Francis P. Whitehair, Navy 
■Acting Secretary James E, Webb, State 
Mr*. H, Freeman Matthews, State 
Admiral Sidney Souers, White House 
■James Lay, National Security Council 
- General Harry Vaughan, White House 
Admiral Robert L, Dennison, White House 
'General Robert Landry, White House 

Mr • Joseph Short, White House Press Secretary, and 
others who " on a need-to-know basis" were furnished information 
regarding certain phases of the conference, were also inter- 
viewed, ’ . 

The interviews reflected that no_ one took notes 
du r j gg the c.o nPerjence^xoe.D±~J.ames-, Lau^. wh o turned t%em over 
t o the Presid ent, and that n o one dip tated, ,a 'MMrahd'unT on 
the c o nfe re nee exoep t Sec re t.ary^FJ, n lerbt er, .^ wh o se„ „ me mo.rqndum 
mcidre~brt^^rWf^ence^^^ tKe^confereu ce^an d^mas d ire cted at 
what" w asn ot d isg u ssed . A ll c ooie8.woJL.that. memor aridum^we re 
accounted for • The i n t§xv.ij3Ma-„did-n a±„Jndi,cat.e.~.who,~mlght be 
resp one ibifTJor any "leak'fj>X^J,nfonmat4on~,fro m-the^confeje nee , 


- 3 


The oolumna^ilpd^b^^p^xt^S^Allen^aM^MSM Pearson 
are written in a s^yle 1 whichjppjxld 

h ad first - han d^hhWle dgTof what went on at , the_ con f erence t 
describing t h e^r^iSent 1 s striding into the room, grinning , 
shaking hand3 all around, eta. The columns the n purport t o 
g ive with _ con t i n u ity^higj% r J.i g ht a^o f^dis cussjr one ,gt, the 
conference. Both of the columns are li mited to discuss ions 
on^WfWetdse-fire negotiations, ~ ' 


It was the cons ensus of those pers ons interviews 
and who had read the columns that t hejreporfin g^^s^r£l attpe 1 V 
accurate as t o the po ints^disoMSAe.d^ ip^odnneht^^^} th the 

nego^MiXona, but relatively t ndaoum ^jSt. Jto^. the 
qpS&e&&^t%r jthe ^ndt^^uaj^’^^sejnt, Jth this 

was^hdied there ^^ojeinsJtd^ghl^ pfi^ an ce 
among the persons interviewed as to exactly what was sa id by 
P< LAMXfk€ ^n^iM^ualsX it was the conMMM^&M#** ™ 
int ervi ewed who had read the columns tha$^foe.y K -i MJie^pj^epjifed 

conf^wenoef particular iy regarding the cease-fire negotiations, 
ana probably from a common source , Ge neral vandenb erg 
com mented r^gr^in g ! ^M^e^Alle.n, column^Kai^^^^fjil^<i id 
n ot reflect the .rea l pumosjS^of^J^e^Maeting, General Vanden - 
berg belTev^s^ft could have _been prepared by someone who 
ha d clos ely followed, the, Korean-situation ^and^ publicjitape- 
me nts of^pos iiiigjMLJM^JLcdLfofttL^ 
o/jsg 

o f tKemee tin g. At the t ime of his interview, the Pearson 
chi uvm'was not available. As indicated above, Pearson's 
column is similar in context, A 1 Ijtt.hejsSnt.erv-iewed^whQ had 
r ejid the colu mns indicated it wouTd. have been nepessary-to 
h ave access to a iTl eg a t b i t s of inf ormation regarding df s- 
c u3 sions^ut th e Sgonfejrem^ f tc^pnepare . tl\S columns, 

At ^least two_itejiya^of u part i culg r~S i gnificpnce 
regarding cease-fire discussions w &eJ^.o &. 'r.epj>frb.eji in the 
columns ; namely. General Polling made^q^siatjf 
Korea oo l ^T95g' j e p.£j gn . .year) the 

S o oTumfis'a ttribui e d Him^ as lowing * that Korea" could be held 
until "hell freezes over"; also, the general theme of the 
discussion on concessions was conditioned upon what has 
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\been referred to as "the greater sanation, " which oo ntemplates 
the laying down of broad general terms of an armistice, with 
the firm and final determination and declaration that if the 
conditions are violated, the United Nations will take strong 
retaliatory action, including all out war against Communist 
China • The columns failed to comment on this • 

MISCELLANEOUS : 

Investigation developed t hat _ Clay ton Fritchey, 

Director of Publtclnformat i on. Department of D efense was 

had ex hibited to hirn ^ umnT^He 

ap parently is~ on clo sed i s 
wifT. Ifiichey^ ^itshe has known Pearson , f oj;^ ten,, yjeyr 8 
ana vi silbs MM ^p& i^ Bd^oa^y^abo^ut^once- a- non th . The r e i s 
n o indic a t ion that Frttchey 3: had-acse88^ info rMatiAny^ the 
December 10 confe rence prip.r^J ip December^ .ip» 

Under Secretary Whitehair had previou sly bee n 
visited bv P e^jA orison' two oc cdsionp, and. als o ’bu \ I b 6 

_a, PAQ y.ao k-.enpJMye*)» Whitehair called Pearson b7c 
on December IS, with the President's approval, for the 
tpurpose of " killing " the Pearson column . Whitehair 
indicated concern that he might be blamed for the "leak," 

Pearson told Whitehair he should not be apprehensive, for 
he had not told Pearson anything • Pearson commented that 
he was an old friend of General Bradley and that many other 
friends of his were at the conference • He named Finletter, 
Vandenberg , and Jimmy Webb in this connection • 

OBSERVATIONS : 

It is to be noted that int erviews we re in i t iated 
prio r t o our o btain ing the Pearson and. Allen Cert ain 

persons ~i nierviewed Jiad jxot. seen the columns ^and^th.eJ^camn^nts 
wer€~no~i'~6bta ined' regarding the'' occur a c u of the material con- 
t ained.. therein* inasmuch as "the~ ‘oW^eo^ive 'of" the investigation 
was the identification of any person who may have been responsible 
for a "leak" of information , it was not deemed advisable to 
re interview those persons specifically to obtain their comments 
as to the accuracy of the Allen and Pearson columns, particularly 
since those persons who will review the report were actually 
present at the conference and know wh a t transpired • The 
only persons who attended the conference who had no knowledge 
o f t he"dont e n ts-yf-p either- c olumn'at^ the time o f the interv iew 
were Gene rdl^RdWe rt%andry and Secretary Thomas X. Finle tte r , 
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Secretary of Defense Robert A • Lovett v>as advised 
the investigation conducted to date on December SI, 

!• He commented , without identifying the source, that 
theory had been presented to him that an astute news - 
rrman could have written the columns without actually 
tng access to the facts discussed at the conference • 
ssmmented that many items were inaccurate and that the \ 
woman made no reference to many items discussed • At \ 

■ time, he specifically stated that Drew Pearson, Jack \ 
rson, and Robert S • Allen should not be interviewed 
thiis time • " He also stated that no further investi • 
ion was desired at this time on the basis of information j 
-■ iWLeped, j 

I 

A copy of the report of SAC 5. B, Hood, dated at 
9 shington, 2># C ,, December 22, 1951, was forwarded to 
cretary Lovett by letter of December 26, 1951 • The 
tier confirms his request that no interviews should be 
had with Pearson, Anderson, and Allen, and specifically 
requests Secretary Lovetts advice as to whether further 
investigation is desired * 

A copy of SAC Hood's report was forwarded to 
Admiral Souers under date of December 26 • Souers is 
presently in Florida and will return on January 3, 1952 . 

An appointment has been made by Mr • Hennrich to brief 
Admiral Souers on January 4 • 

Admiral Dennison has been advised that the report 
in this matter has been delivered to Secretary Lovett • 

You will be advised of the briefing of Admiral 
Souers upon his return to Washington and of any further 
developments in this matter • 


o 
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APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


rrs: On 12/11/51 JACK ANDERSON, Reporter for DREW PEARSON*A> 
^ approached FRANCIS R-^WHITEHAIR, Unders ecretary of ^ ^ 
S. Navy, asked scans innocuous questions - concerning back- 
4 ground of White House conference held preceding date; 

£ then confronted WHITEHAIR with statements attributed 
£ to participants at conference, requesting verification. 

^ v> WHITEHAIR states he rebuked ANDERSON and declined to 
V V comment on conference; reported matter to DAN KIMBALL, 

* y Secretary of Navy, and facts of proposed PEARSON 

* column furnished President TRUMAN. On request, ANDERSON 
t "o submitted pertinent portion of proposed' news column 

V for 12/15/51 release to General GMA&JRADLET on 12/12/51 ^ 
^ Specific objection to phraseology of two items in £* 

<41 column made by General BRADLEY on security grounds, ^ 
'fc and PEARSON made requested changes. Column of ROBERT gN 
S. ALLEN appearing in 12/13/51 issue of New York Post 
reported substantially same information as PEARSON £ 

^possessed relative to Presidential conference of 12/10 p q 
\ e Columns referred to set forth. News dispatches re- a?*/ 
) j» f erring to specific items disoussed at conference set r: 

I vQ forth as of interest to instant investigation. At f ' 

■ ^ President's request, investigation conducted to de- 
rjjV termine whether leak may have emanated from any person 
J in attendance at White House conference . All p ar- 
yl ticipants at conference interviewed as well as those 
*' ■ identified as having knowledge of items discussed 
N < there. These interviews did not result in identification 
of any person responsible for leak of information, 
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DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


;77 ■ 


•*'* v Jt. \ 

s * 


This investigation was initiated on a request of the President 
through Secretary of Defense ROBERT A. LOVETT. On December 13, 1951 > 
Secretary LOVETT advised Assistant Director ALAN H. BELMONT and Inspector 
GAEL E. HENNRICH that the President had requested him to inform the. Bureau 
that an investigation should be made concerning information in the possession 
of JACK ANDERSON, leg man for CREW PEARSON, which information it was believed 
came from one of the government representatives attending a White House , 
conference on December 10, 1951* presided over by President TRUMAN. The 
information concerned was of a "top secret" nature. 

At that time Secretary LOVETT advised that the Defense Department 
had been considering four, primary points in connection with the present 
cease-fire discussions in Korea and which points were presently matters of 
conflict between the United States and. the Communist peace representatives. 

He stated that as : a result of the feeling of the President that Some of 
these matters were in need of further discussion, a conference was called 
by the President for 10:30 A.M. , December 10$ 195l> and the White House 
issued invitations to those ^ose attendance was desired. 

Mr. LOVETT stated he had determined the following individuals were 
present at the conference: : -• • - 

i President TRUMAN? " ;V 

t Secretary of Def ense ROBHIT A.^LOVETT 4 
' i General OMAR BRADLET, Chief of Staff v 
> .>? General J. LAWTON^JOLLINS, Army? 

■ ■ &■ General HOT! SjijVANDENBERG, Air 

•, A&jirai WILLIAJ&pCHTELER, Navy . 

•s General CHARLES P.rgABELL, Director of Joint Chiefs of Staff . 

7 Secretary FRANK G^nfiACE, Army 

7 Secretary THOMAS CfFINLEITEt, Air . . 

Acting Secretary fRANCIS P. WHITEHAIR, Navy 

'r, Acting Secretary JAMES. Er^WEBB, State ‘ 

* Mr. H. FREEMAN-4MTTHENS, £tate ’V 

, ? Adairal SpNEfiSOUERS, White House 

JAMES'lIAZ, National Security Council 
fr'i General HARRT^VAUGHAN, White House 
U , ^ Admiral ROBERT )LvH$!OTS0N, White House 

General ROB SIT?- LANDRY, White House - v 



9'i 


Mr.; LOVETT, during the interview, furnished a summary of the various 
matters which were discussed at the conference. Mr. LOVETT advised that because 
of the widespread interest which had been general in connection with the con- 
ference, newspaper reporters were present at the White House in great number 
and at the conclusion of the conference were clamoring for information. He 
advised that to his knowledge, Mr. JOSi^H^stfORT, press correspondent for the ' ' 
White House, advised the reporters that the conference had aiscussed world 

. i# ' ■•;;"?• ■ \ - — ■■ 
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affairsincluding Korea and madem r furtherstatement. 

Mr. LOVETT informed that he had taken no notes daring the conference 
and subsequent thereto; had prepared no written record of the matters covered 
at the conference* He further informed that there was no recording o f the 
conference and that no written agenda had been prepared specifying the items 
to be discussed* ' ' .. .. 

Secretary LOVETT advised that on the afternoon of December 12, 1951# 
JACK ANDERSON, leg man for CREW PEARSON, contacted Acting Secretary of the 
Navy' WHITEHAIR and showed to Mr* WHITEHAIR or read to him a story which pur- 
ported to be almost a verbatim account of the important matters set forth 
above which were discussed at the conference. He stated that Mr. WHITEHAIR 
was shocked and informed ANDERSON' that it would be wrong to publish this 
material. Mr, LOVETT stated that; Mr. WKETEHAIR brought this to the attention 
of the President. He stated that the President informed General BRADLEY who 
called either PEARSON or ANDERSON and asked that the material be brought over 
so that he might examine it. He Stated that about 7:00 P.M. on the same day 
ANDERSON came to see General BRADLEY and brought the story with him. Ha s tated 


that th e/ atox 
Colonel^” 


was read by General BRADLEY and his Aides, Colons} 


• ' He stated that General BRADLEY attempted to get ANDERSON to "kill" 

the story entirely but ANDERSON advised him that he had checked with. PEARSON 
and that the story was already on the Bell Syndicate wires and would come out 
Saturday, December 15, 1951. He stated that ANDERSON informed General BRADLEY 
that it was impossible to "kill* the story. He further added that General 
BRADLEY and his Aides marked in rqd pencil two parts which they stated would 
be especially Injurious to the security of this country and that ANDERSON 
informed General BRADLEY that he would recommend that these two parts be deleted. 

' Mr. LOVETT stated that the first part was a statement attributed 
to the President that if we did not get a cease-fire by December 27, we should 
arrange to extend the time. The second part related to concessions we might 
be prepared to make to the Communists. Mr, LOVETT advised that he did not 
know the full contents of ANDERSON'S article. . He stated that neither Mr. 
WHITEHAIR nor General BRADLEY had Secured a Copy of ANDERSON 1 s article and that 
the only source from which the contents could be obtained in the government 
would be recollections of Mr. IHITEHAIR, General BRADLEY, and General BRADLEY'S 
two aides. He stated that he did not know the exact excerpts of ANDERSON'S 
article which shocked Mr. IHITEHAIR but rather was of the opinion it was the 
fact that ANDERSON had what appeared to be an accurate report of the conference. 

r - Secretary LOVETT pointed, out that ANDERSON ' s story, appeared to have 
background which would indicate that it must have come from someone actually 
at the conference. He furnished as an example that the article started out 
by saying that the President, tanned and fit, walked briskly into the iv . 
conference room and shook hands with. everyone including his own TBiite House A- 
■ Aides.' 
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INTERVIEW WITH FRANCIS P. WHITEHAIR 


Mr, FRANCIS P. WHITEHAIR, Undersecretary of the Navy since August 6, 
1951, was interviewed at his office on December 16, 1951, by Special Agents 
V I | 

Mr, WHITEHAIR advised that he' had attended the White House Conference 
V) on December 10 as substitute for Secretary DANVftEiffiALL* At the conclusion 
of the conference, he departed alone, returningiinmediately to the Pentagon 
Building, He made no notes or memoranda but furnished a resume of the con- b6 

... . ference to Secretary KIMBALL the same afternoon and discussed the matter b7c 

with no one else, \ ■. -v. 

On the following afternoon, December 11, Mr. WHITEHAIR returned 
to his office betwee n 5 and 6 p,m,, at which time he was informed by an 
aide. Marine Captain | 1 that JACK ANDERSON was waiting to see him, 

ANDERSON had no previous appointment with Mr, WHITEHAIR, and they were not 
acquainted. Mr, WHITEHAIR advised that he talked with ANDERSON a short 
time in his office and found him to be an attractive, personable young man. 

He advised ANDERSON indicated he would not take much of Mr, WHITEHAIR' s 
time, adding that he covers the Pentagon for DREW PEARSON and Mr. PEARSON 
wanted ANDERSON to become acquainted with Mr, WHITEHAIR, They exchanged 
a few pleasantries and then ANDERSON stated he understood Mr. WHITEHAIR 
was at the ]big meeting* WHITEHAIR replied, "You know there are a lot of 
V. big meetings," ANDERSON stated, "No, no, I mean the one at the White 
House," Mr. WHITEHAIR stated he remarked that unfortunately Secretary 
KIMBALL had been away,, intimating that he had replaced Mr* KfMBALL* 

ANDERSON then asked who was present at the conference, and WHITEHAIR ad- 
vised' ANDERSON that the national interests precluded him from giving him 
this information, ANDERSON then inquired whether any jokes were told at 
.. the meeting. WHITEHA IR again advised ANDERSON that the best interests of 
the country made it impossible to discuss the conference. He thinks he 
■ mentioned this was merely the renewal of the bimonthly meeting of the 
President with the Joint Chiefs of Staff* ’ 

Mr. : WHITEHAIR advised that ANDERSON thereupon pulled from his pocket 
a glossy yellow or. gold paper folded like a newspaper and, reading from this 
paper, inquired if it were not true that General VANDENBERG had . stated that we 
should reach an armistice with the Communists and thereafter withdraw. Also, 
General VANDENBERG had contended that we should not bomb beyond the ialu 
River. 13k*. WHITEHAIR declined to answer this query, ANDERSON then inquired 


3 
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if JIMMSpffiBB had not stated that we should reach an armistice and impose a . 
threat to the Communists in the event the. terms of this armistice were violated. 
Mr. WHITEHAIR refused to answer this question also. ANDERSON then inquired 
if Admiral FECHTELER did not. oppose the above proposition of including a 
warning and threat to the Communists in the event of an armistice violation. 

Mr. WHITEHAIR stated he told ANDERSON that Admiral FECHTELER talks very little 
about anything. WHITEHAIR stated ANDERS® was persistent and inquired whether 
WHITEHAIR saw the President and he may have also asked regarding the President 
being tanned. WHITEHAIR advised he. may have indicated that he saw the 
President, which was obvious, and could not recall whether he had commented 
on the suntan of the President. .He advised ANDERSON then put the paper in 
his pocket and he lectured ANDERSON briefly, pointing out such material may 
be dangerous to the security of the United. States and afford comfort to the . 
enemy. He stressed ANDERSON, should draw no inferences from anything stated 
by WHITEHAIR. ' 

Mr. WHITEHAIR expressed the. belief that ANDERS® 's original inten- 
tion was to merely obtain, anecdotes or: pleasantries for . background or window 
dressing for his column and. had not intended to reveal his material to 
WHITEHAIR, but this was a development, from WHITEHAIR 's refusal to cooperate 
from the outset. 




Mr . WHITEHAIR advised on early Wednesday morning, December 12, he 
discussed the. above incident with Secretary' KIMBALL relating the entire story. 
He understands thereafter Secretary KIMBALL related the ANDERSON incident to 
Admiral FECHTELER, and : later in. the morning. Admiral FECHTELER brought the 
matter to the attention of; Admiral DENNISON of the White House who had visited 
the Pentagon about 11:30 a.m. on another matter. Mr. WHITEHAIR surmised that 
Admiral DENNISON had informed President TRUMAN as Admiral DENNISON contacted 
him later in the day and reported the President desired that WHITEHAIR report 
this matter to the attention of Secretary of Defense LOVETT and inform 
Mr. LOVETT that the FBI should be. advised* . 

' Mr, -'WHITEHAIR stated he felt the most immediate thing was to- prevent 
publication of the story, if possible, and at his suggestion. Admiral DENNIS® 

- obtained authorization of the President for WHITEHAIR to contact DREW PEARS®. 
'. About 5 p.m., December 12, Mr. WHITEHAIR phoned PEARSON whom he had met on 
several prior occasions since his appointment as Undersecretary and appealed 
to PEARSON to withhold the column from publication. He stated he based his 
request on two grounds; first, that he was newly appointed and trying to per- 
• form his job and did not wish to become 'involved as a result of PEARSON’S 
action in sending his representative to make friends with WHITEHAIR and then 
■ . asked a series of questions about a confidential conference. Mr. WHITEHAIR’s' 
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second and most important argument was that the disclosure of the conference 
discussions might well impair the security of the country. He stated. PEARSON, 
was somewhat apologetic and' said he wished WHITEHAIR had called him yesterday 
• ;! and then told WHITEHAIR that he. need not Worry, that he had not told ANDERSON 
anything, and insisted that , the statement, would. not hurt the President or the 
country and, as a matter of fact, he thought the President wouid like it. 

, ' | — * 1 bS 

Mr. ^HITEHAIR advised that , his. senior. aide, Captainl | ; b7c 

// USN, had listened to the 'Conversation with PEARSON and submitted, the 

I I following memorandum: '• 

• "12 December 1951 

i "At about 1735 Wednesday, -12 December;,- the Under Secretary directed 

I me to get Mr, Drew Pearson on the phone for- him an d to listen in . There fol- 

y \ lows the substance of the' conversation; " r— 

..-'"Mr, Whitehair said. that as- Mr, Pearson knew, Mr, Anderson was in 
to see. him yesterday afternoon. That Mr, Anderson and he had chatted for a 
while and that Mr. Anderson started asking about, the President ’s conference 
Monday morning, as to who wa s' there, and if there were any jokes told, etc. 

f Mr,. Whitehair gave him some innocuous, answers, to innocuous questions,, but 

..when Mr. Anderson asked. other questions and brought out a notepad to take 
. - notes, the Under Secretary told him not- 'to do that, that he could not talk 

.. '■ about the conference. -Mr. Whitehair then^ said .to Mr, Pearson that, if he 
' ' planned to publish, anything about this conference he wished that he would re- 
consider and net do it, because "if he- had anything, it might hurt our national 
interests, and since it was well,. known that Mr. Anderson had been in to see 
the Under Secretary he might be blamed for the, leak. : : 

"Mr. Pearson said that he had already released a brief outline of . 

• the .conference saying that the President would like a truce, providing no 
serious concessions were .necessary, etc,, but .that he didn’t see that '■ 

Mr. Whitehair should be apprehensive/ as Andersen had toldhim that Whitehair 
v 7 ; hadn’t told him anything, ' and tha.t General Bradley and he (Pearson.) were old 
f ' friends and had talked this situation over many times, and that many other 
v friends of his (Pearson’s) were at the conference: Finletter, Vandenberg, and 

Jimmy Webb. .. ' ■ ., ;V_' _ .; ; .;,v- • • ? • 

... Whitehair protested again, stating he was new here, trying to 

do a job an.dr certainly didnjt want to get involved in such a matter, and that ,• 

• it was now known that Anderson had been to Mr,. Kimball’s office and hadn’t '* 




\ 

t 


-6060 


"gotten in; to see Mr. Kimball, and had -then come down to see him (Mr* Whitehair) 

— Mr. Whitehair not then knowing that Anderson had tried but had been unable 
to see Mr. Kimball first. • ' ' 

"Mr. Pearson then said that Anderson was trying to see Mr. Kimball '. 

' on an entirely different matter, and had had instructions to get in to meet 
Mr* Whitehair, and further that he (Pearson), thought the article was a pretty 
good one, favorable to. the President and to the military, and would do the 
President some good, and ; certainly not hurt our national interests. 

"Mir. Whitehair said that he was glad to hear that, and thanked 
■ Mr. Pearson." 

In connection with his , acquaintance with DREW PEARSON, Mr. WHITEHAIR 

advised .that .when he was General Counsel for the Economic Stabili zation Ad- . 

ministration, he had been invited to the PEARSON home, along with | 
but had not accepted the invitation. Shortly after his appointment as Under- 
secretary of Navy, he was again invited to the PEARSON home for an informal 
buffet dinner on a Saturday afternoon and accepted. He recalled that he went 
in' his car and drove Justice HUGO BLACK and his, wife, who were also guests. 

Others present inclu ded DREW PEARSON, a .sister of Mr. PEARSON . Attorney ABE 

FORTAS and his wife. I radio commentator, and l I 

I | of Mr. PEARSON) . 'Mr- WHITEHAIR. also recalled 

that PEARSCN had paid him a casual, visit one afternoon on a subsequent, occa- 
sion inquiring how he liked his job and exchanging pleasantries. On one. other 
occasion PEARSON had been in the. Pentagon to contact the Secretary of Navy . b6 
and dropped in for a brief visit vii th Mr. WHITEHAIR. Mr. WHITEHAIR advised ; b7c 
he. had never furnished PEARSON with any information. ' ' 

Mr. WHITEHAIR advised he did, not know ROBERT S. ALLEN, ! He advised 
that he was not acquainted with JACK ANDERSON prior to the meeting described 
above and . did not know any o ther individual employed by PEARSON with the ex- 
ception' of He explained he had met | [ previously on 

two occasions id'- his office. This occurred in connection with a controversy 
growing out of efforts of the Harvey Machine Company to negotiate a twenty- 
: seven million dollar loan from the Government. Considerable opposition devel- 
oped because, of. alleged inefficiency of ' the Harvey Machine Company in manu- 
facturing' defective shells for the Government during the war. 

■ ' ' .DREW PEARSON apparently had interested h imself in opposing the loan 

effo rts of the H arvey Company and. sent| |to see WHITEHAIR, at 'which 

time I [display ed a confidential Navy document to WHI'IEHAIR. Sometime 

thereafter, again visited WHITEHAIR and the latter returned the . 
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, document to | j stating he w as certain | I had made photo- b 

static copies# He said I I was surprised, stating he thought • ' 

•>£*• VIHITEHAIR would retain the ^document* , ' ' •• r 

: ‘ - . ... The «Me*r York- coli^iin, of ROBERT S. ALIEN published December 13 » 

.. • 1951, was displayed to Mr. WHITEHAIR, who stated it was pretty accurate arid 
undoubtedly based upon the knowledge of someone who had attended the con- 
ference# He stated the quotations, attributed to the President and General 
COLLINS appeared reasonably accurate but observed that in connection with 
j ’ ' .the column' s statement that the Communists cannot drive us out . of Korea, 
had stated. “For my money, the Communists cannot drive us out of 
• . Korea, “ rather than "until hell freezes over" as indicated in the ALIEN 
column# Mr. WHITEHAIR waspositive General COLLINS had not, said “until 
• -.;/v hell freezes over*" ' 

.v. " ; , Mr. WHITEHAIR thought , that the quotations and alleged statements 

. of -General BRADLEY were, rather accurate* with the exception that he did. not . 

'• -recall that General BRADLEY had portrayed the Communists as plaj&ng off 
their. efforts to demand coneessioriS on airfields against the rotation of 
? - : troops advocated by the U #N# He recalled that both, matters were discussed . 
in General BRADLEY'S presentation of the. ; various points at issue in the 
truce negotiations. With reference, to .the quotations of -General, VANDENBERG 
7 ?'l: iri the’ column, ..Mr# WHITEHAIR advised he could not recall that General 

VANDENBERG had argued particularly about airfields; but possibly this was’ * 
■mentioned# ■V.-’- - ' ■ ' .'.'V'i 

. . Mr'. WHITEHAIR advised that his contribution to the conference 
touched briefly upon the fact* that* he was new in his job and his knowledge 
^ of the behavior and characteristics of the orientals, Koreans in* particular* 
in ; the light of his many years 1 experience in the Far East as a Military 
‘ ,^ : 0.overim»nt Specialist and Prisoner of War Officer# He stated thiat base^ 

: on. his knowledge of oriental psychology, he offered the opinion to the cori- 
rC ference that the Communists would prolong negotiations ^indefinitely arid then 
say no, which supported the. position of Admiral FECHTELER* .-!■■' , ; . * 

. y,v ; Concerning an alleged leak of information relative to the pro-. 

... • ceedirigs at the White House conference,. iir. WHITEHAIR stated he -could offer 

suggestions as to the identify of any person in attendance who may have 
< - been responsible for a leak, if a leak occurred# > ' 
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mmrm with secretary of ravy bar etmball 


Secretary of Ravy BAH KIMBALL wias interviewed at his office 
In the Pentagon on the afternoon of Be e ember 18. 1951, by Special. Agents be 

l and ■ " - v ■ ■ • hi 

Secretary KIMBALL advised that he was out of the oity at. the . 
time of the White louse Conference on the morning of December lQ,y.l951, 
and was represented at the conference by Binder Secretary FRAl^"s> WHTrEHAIR, 
who returned to the Pentagon before noon, at which time he furnished Mr. 
KIMBALL with a general summary of what had transpired at the conference. 

He recalled in particular that Mr. WHITEHAIR -had informed him concerning 
the remarks made by Mr. WHITEHAIR and Admiral WILUAM FEEHTEIER. Mr. 

KIMBALL advised he had made no notes, and that no memoranda had been 
prepared on the above discussion or the conference. He also Btated he 
had no further discussions with anyone concerning the conference proceedings. 

Secretary KIMBALL stated that on the following afternoon, 

December 11, 1951, he had returned to his office about 4:50 P.M., at 
Which time hie secretary advised thht JACK AHDERSCN had wanted to see 
h im. Secretary KIMBALL told the girl that he did not wish to see ARBERSC2J 
at all. However, he learned that AHBERSOR had left his office and had 
gone down to visit Mr* WHITEHAIR. Later that evening, or early the next 
morning, WHITEHAIR reported to Secretary KIMBALL that ARIERSCH had questioned 
him concerning the White House Conference and thereafter read several 
items from notes indicating he had been briefed on a number of matters 
discussed at the conference. On the same morning, Mr. KEMBALL informed. 
Admiral FECETEEER of the above developments and Admiral FECHTELER advised . 
he would inform Admiral DEMIS CR of the White House, Mr. KIMBALL understood 
that Admiral DENNISON had advised President THOMAR on the same date. 
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INTERVIEW WITH; -ADMIRAL WILLIAM 


"HTELER 


Admiral WILLIAM M. FECHTELER, Chief of Na val Operations . was 
. int erviewed on Decem ber l5» 1951 « by Special Agents I I ■ ,! 

and | | . at the office of Admiral FECHTELER, Room . hE, . 632, 

Pentagon* %!■' , 

' Admiral FECHTELER recalled, he had attended the White House 
Conferenpe held at 10s30 A.M.j. December 10, 1901* He advised that he 
did not take any notes during the conference and made no memoranda 
thereafter pertaining to the conference; He also advised he had not ' dis- 
cussed the proceedings of the conference with anyone* 

. Admiral FECHTELER furnished the substance of his own contribution 

to the conference, . which covered a . single item. Admiral FECHTELER . 
voiced his misgivings to an ehrlier State Department proposal that 
J the sixteen member nations of the UN forces represented in Korea issue 
' a threat to the Communists of dire consequences to be visited on them 
• if a violation of the armistice. agreement; occurrs. In this connection, . 
Admiral FECHTELER urged: that he did not believe in threats or in 
' committing ourselves to acourse of action which we might not' be able or 
find desirable to effectuate at the time when some violation occurred, 
and he stressed he did not believe in issuing threats in any event* - "• 

1 "■ Admiral FECHTELER furnished, the background of instant matter 

as known to him, advising that he first learned of the PEARSON-ANDERSON 
• leak on Wednesday morning , . from Secretary DAN KIMBALL, as they were going ’ 
to a conference together* Secretary KIMBALL related that bri the previous 
r day ANDERSON had;'an: appqintment with FRANCISWHITEHAIR,. during which . 
"ANDERSON opestiohed.-M^^-'-WHITEHAIR" concerning the conference, and then ; 

; . read from a -paper concerhifig: the details, of the conference, which alarmed 
WHITEHAIR, who reported the -matter to Secretary KIMBALL* Admiral 
. , FECHTELER advised that after, lunch he had. occasion to talk with Admiral 
DEMISON,\ White. House Attache, /and 'DENNISON first learned of the leak from 
, Admiral FECHTELER,- and subsequently the.m was reported, tol-thef . ' 

-V. President*;': - ,> / ' V>- : , • "• "■ . 

; Admiral FECHTELER pointed out he did not know DREW. PEARSON, 

" ; JACK : ANDERSON, or ahy'khown PEARSON employee , and he had no ’ specific • v 
V suggestion" as .to hOvT. any. leak may have occurred* "• 

Admiral FECHTELER was. made, cognizant of the column by ROBERT 
■VS. ALLEN in the "New York Post" of December 13, 1951, which column . 
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purported to contain the substance of the White House Conference. 

Admiral EBCEEEIER said he dould not verify the accuracy of the ALIEN 
column as to actual quotations, hut In all, considered the AUER column 
to be substantially an accurate report of remarks sthich were included in 
the conference. He expressed the belief that the ALTER column must have 
been prepared with assistance from seme one who was present at the 
conference, and he concluded he could not point out any inaccuracies 
in the ALTER column. ’ 

Admiral EECHSKIER was asked concerning the item reportedly in the 
ARLERSON column to the effect that ve would, seek an extension beyond the. 
deadline of December 27, 1951, in tbe event details were not completed prior 
to that date. Admiral EEOHTEIEH stated he did not recall the President 
had indicated we would seek or permit extension beyond the December 27 
deadline, although he thinks the date may have been mentioned during 
the conferenced He did recall that the President in substance said we 
should not make any concessions which we will regret later. 

In conclusion, Admiral ESOEEELEH advised that during the 
proceedings he did not observe anybody coming into or leaving the roam, 
and recalled when the meeting concluded, approximately 11:40 A.M., 
everyone left the White House at about the same time. 
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INTERVIEW WITH GENERAL OMAR BRADLEY 


General (MAR BRADLEY.,, Chairman of the Joint Chief a of Staff . was 


.interviewed by Inspector CARL E. HENNRICH and Special Agent 


General BRADLEY advised he was informed by the President of the 
leak to DREW PEARSON, which, was exposed, when JACK ANDERSON approached FRANCIS 
WHITEHAIR to confirm material obviously originating at the conference. 

General BRADLEY stated that about 6:00 P.M., December 12, 1951, he had 
visited the White House at which time the President told him of the dis- 
closure and expressed great concern that the truce negotiations would be 
jeopardized through an untimely news item.- General BRADLEY volunteered to 
see if he oould prevent publication of the information in, PEARSON'S possession. 
General BRADLEY stated he ascertained from a source at the "Washington Post" 
that the PEARSON column was not made up for publication in the "Post" for 
December 13 and lb, which would be Thursday and Friday of the wee k. of the 
•conference. General BRADLEY advised that his press aide. Colonel 


b6 
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thereafter telephoned JACK ANDERSON, who came over to the office of General 

BRADLEY about ?:30 P.M., December 12, 1951. 


General BRADLEY related that when ANDERSON arrived at the office 
of General BRADLEY he displayed a t ypewritten copy o f a column to General 


BRADLEY And his assistants. Colonel 


and 


General BRADLEY read aloud the portions of the column dealing with the -White 
House conference of December 10. His ' recollection was that the column re- 
ferred to the conference as an important White House conference and described- 
the President's entering the conference room, making a joking reference to 
his suntan, and proceeding around the conference table shaking hands with 
each -individual present. General BRADLEY recalled the column indicated that 
General BRADLEY had led off by outlining the military situation in Korea, in 
which General BRADLEY was fairly optimistic. - 


Subsequently^ reference was made in the. column to a statement 
attributed to Admiral WILLIAM FECHTELER to- the effect that the Navy was ready 
to perfoim its mission any time, anywhere in the Korean war. General BRADLEY . 
believed there may have beena>reference to a statement allegedly made at the. 
conference- by General HOY TWMDENBERG > but stated later he believed this was 
mentioned by ANDERSON verbally. - 


General BRADLEY advised -that he also recalled two items in particular 
which he pointed out to ANDERSON as very undesirable and which ANDERSON agreed. 
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to change to, cohfom.with suggestions ,bf General BRADLEY. One' of 1 these- items 
quoted the President as • saying , we ought ;'to ; do everything we- could to get a 
' cease-fire, • but should not make any concessions we will regret later. 

General . BRADLEY suggested, changing this to: simply state that the President 
had declared we should not make any concessions which we will- regret later. 

The second item indicated 'that it. was agreed at the conference that if we 
' : ■- did -not succeed in obtaining a cease-fire, by the December .27 deadline we ' 

., would ask for a few days- extension of time. General BRADLEY advised that’ at 
his suggestion this was changed to a statement that there would undoubtedly 
'. ‘.be some details which would have to be worked out subsequent to the 
■December 27 deadline. . In connection with these changes, General BRADLEY ad- 
vised that he -had informed the President that the changes had been made and 
told President TRUMAN that the article, as modified, was not particularly 
harmful. He. said he did not recall the President referring to the date 
December 27, 1951* at the conference. 

• • General ' BRADLEY stated he did not' request ANDERSON to kill or with-r 

draw the story, explaining it was his understanding from talking to WHITEHAIR 
, -that it had been dispatched and he. preferred not to ask favors of DREW PEARSON. 
General BRADLEY expressed the opinion, that the column was based, in part at 
' least, oh information obtained from someone present at the conference, and 
-.that it was fairly accurate and was. not particularly harmful. He stated he did 
.not authorize the publication but could' not prevent its publication, and chose 
.to suggest the changes, which he marked on the typewritten copy at .the 
. : . suggestion of' Colonel WILLIS .MATTHEW'S. . . 

General BRADLEY mentioned that ANDERSON had stated he had displayed 
the column to someone unnamed at the Pentagon who had stated that it was 
harmless and contained nothing which would violate security. General BRADLEY 
also had a recollection that ANDERSON had indicated that he had .further in- 
formation concerning the White House conference, but had refrained from in- 
cluding this in the watered down version. for publication. 

General BRADLEY, with reference to his participation in the confer- 
ence, advised that' at the beginning Secretary ROBERSpCOVETT suggested that 
■ General BRADLEY inform the President of the military situation, which General 
BRADLEY did, advising him of the Communist buildup of men, planes,' and 
equipment in the past- couple of weeks, and also discussing the several points 
in the negotiation and mentioning that a few concessions could .be made on 
both sides. He particularly expressed the view of the Joint Chiefs that re- 
pair and rehabilitation 1 was equally advantageous to the UN .and. a. ban would 
be. unenforceable; - V • . •' . . . .' .’ ' ' 

■ ' . - . At this time the column of ROBERT S. ALLEN which appeared in the 

. "New York Post 1 ' on December 13, 1951* was - displayed to General BRADLEY, who • 




; ' WFQ 65-6060.7 . • 

read it carefully and expressed the .opinion that he did not believe he 
recognized it as identical with lhat .of ANDERSON, and did not believe it 
to be as accurate. He stated some of the quotations are pretty close to 
those of ANDERSON’S and that the . same person could have given the material 
. to both men, relating it a bit differently, or he thought perhaps ALLEN 
could have obtained the material from PEARSON or ANDERSON prior to the 
■ time that ANDERSON’S material was watered down in column form, 

.General BRADLEY pointed out several differences* He stated that 
at the conference General VANDENBERG had not expressed, as great concern as 
. • attributed' to him ih the. ALLEN column. He stated that the references to . 

General COLLINS were- fairly accurate, and .the quotation that General COLLINS 
, stated we could "hold the present line until hell freezes over" was accurate. 
With reference to General COLLINS’ inclination to make concessions on the 
airfield dispute, he stated. COLLINS’ view was that four or five airfields 
could be. conceded to the Communists, 

General BRADLEY advised that with reference to the statement in 
the ALLEN column attributed to him, that the Reds were trying to .bargain 
. rotation against airfields,, this is not entirely accurate, but that reference 
to the rotation of troops was made and this was discussed as one of the 
- serious points at issue in. negotations with the enemy. 

General BRADLEY advised that the quote attributed to President 
TRUMAN, that he was very anxious to end the fighting but would not agree 
to concessions we may regret later, was accurate to the best of his 
recollection. He also believed some reference was made at the conference 
to building up the • South Korean Army and how soon we could withdraw safely, 

; . General BRADLEY was questioned concerning any possible suspicions 

he might have concerning anyone present at the conference, and he stated he 
;felt that no member of the Military or Naval services present was responsible 
for the leak, He admitted he had in mind one civilian present at. the con- 
ference whonrhe would not trust with confidential information of this 
character* He said he had absolutely no facts to support his ..suspicions,' 

-. except that this person had been reported to have leaked information on a 
prior- .occasion,- He confided that he' had made his suspicions known to' the 
President and had promised the President that he would not reveal the name 
of this person to any other individual* General BRADLEY did not furnish 
ary information which would point to the individual under his -suspicion#;. 

General BRADLEY advised he did not make any notes during or after 
the conference j thereafter, did not make any record or memorandum of the 
proceedings* Furthermore, he stated he had. not discussed the proceedings 
of the conference with anyone except as indicated above, 
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INTERVIEW WITH COLONEL’ 


Colonel | press officer and aide to General O MAR 

was interviewed in the office of his associate » Colonel I I 

~|on the af ternoon of December Hi, . 1951i by SAs I l and 


Colonel [ | advised that at about 6:30 p.m. on December 12, 1951* 

General BRADLEY bad returned to bis office from . the White House and advised 
that the President was greatly concerned about an alleged leak to DREW PEARSON 
or his reporter, JACK ANDERSON, of matters discussed at the W hite Hous e 
conference held on the morning of. December 10, 1951* Colonel I I stated 

he understood that ANDERSON had prepared a story containing direct quotations 
which were very accurate, indicating the information was authentic* He 
explained that he learned from General BRADLEY, that FRANCIS WHITEHAIR, acting 
Secretary of Navy at the conference, had been approached fcy ANDERSON under 
the pretext that he wanted to meet with Mr. WHITEHAIR, who is comparatively 
new as under Secretary of Navy, and thereafter endeavored to question Mr. WHITEHAIR 
about the conference proceedings. When Mr. WHITEHAIR declined to furnish 
anything, ANDERSON pulled a paper from his pocket and read descriptive material 
of the conference proceedings which was so accurate Mr. WHITEHAIR became 
alarmed , and rep orted the matter which ultimately reached the President. 

Colonel ! [ related that the President felt that premature or inaccurate 

disclosures might jeopardize our entire truce negotiations with the Communists. 

So, General BRADLEY volunteered his assistance in view of past experience 
with PEARSON in a similar matter. He recalled that on one occasion in the 
past when PEARSON had prepared a column dealing with top secret atomic information. 
General BRADLEY had requested PEARSON not to use the material in the interests 
of national secu rity and PEARSON had respected General BRADLEY’S request in that 
matter. Colonel ! I related that in the light of that prior i ncident. 

General BRADLEY had volunteered to help on this occasion. Colonel ! 1 

understood from General BRADIEY that Mr. WHITEHAIR had called DREW PEARSON, 
who indicated that the column already had been dispatched, but insisted that 
not h i ng contained there in consti tuted a danger to security or a source of K 7 

embarrassment. Colonel f ( stated he phoned ’’RUSS* WIGGINS of the Washington b7c 

Post, who advised him that nothing, concerning the White House conference 
appeare d in the PEARSON columns scheduled for publication .December 13 and UU* 

Colonel 1 l ad vised that before haying PEARSON again contacted by his 

superior; .General. BRADLEY,- he thought he would discuss the matter with JACK 
ANDERSON and called him after locating ANDERSON at the Senate Press Gallery. 
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ie stated ANDERSON assured him he did not wish to violate security and there 
as no security violation in the PEARSON column, but agreed to come over with 
he column and discuss it. At the same time, ANDEESON inquired how | 1 ( 

earned of the column's existence, and offered to submit the column fo r , 

diting in exchange for being informed as to who told Colonel I I he . , 

ad the information concerning the conference. To this ColoneT T [ agreed. b6 

1 short time thereafter, around 7sG0 p.m., JACK ANDEESON came o ver to Gen eral b7 
RADTlY 's office a nd there in the presence of ANDEESON, Colonel l l and 

imself 1 General BRA' dt.'KY read al oud the p ortion of the column dealing 

filth the White House conference. Colonell | recalled there were two points 

the article which were considered objectionable, although General BRADLEY 

lid not : indicate to ANDEESON that anything in the column was accurate or 

.radicate in any way that he approved publication of the column. Colonel 

explained this -type of editing is necessary in, handling stories where reporters 
have secured confidential information in the nature of scoops, ad they are unable 
to prevent publication and endeavor to protect national security by persuading 
the reporters to delete items., which greatly endanger the national interest. 

The first of the objectionable items above, in substance, quoted the 
President, as stating we would grant an extension of a few days if details of 
the peace negotiations were not work ed out bv the cease fire dead line of 
December 27,19 51. Colonel | advised this objectionable item was ; 

rephrased and in substance was made to read that undoubtedly there will be 
some details that will have to be worked out after the December 27th dead line* 

The , other objectionable item in- substance had quoted the President as saying 
that we ought to do everything we can to get a ceas e fire, b ut we should make 
no concessions that we would regret later. Colonel advised this item 

was considered objectionableinthat it would tend to make it look like we are 
too anxious to obtain an armistice, the item was changed in substance to show 
the Pr esident co mmenting we should make no concessions we would regret later. b 

Colonel ! [ stated that apart from the above changes, it was, agreed in b 

ANDERSON'S presence that the column was not particularly harmful and might in 
fact be helpful. Thereafter, ANDERSON departed with the understanding he 
would recommend to PEARSON that the suggested changes be inserted in the 
column. . ... 

Just before leaving, ANDEESON reminded Colonel f I they h ad • 

agreed that on the condition of ANDERSON submitting the column. Colonel ^ 
would tell ANDEESON h ow it had been learned that the column had been prepared. 

In reply to ANDERSON , 1 l told 1 him he learned it from the President. 
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He stated ANDERSON appeared to be genuinely startled at this, and then as they 
•were walking down the hall, ANDERSON shook his head and said "it must have 
been WHITEHAIR who told him." . 


. To the best of his recollections. Colonel I 1 furnished the 

material contained in the PEARSON column as read aloud to him by General 
aDLEY in ANDERSON'S presence. He recalled the column had started out with 
description of the President entering the conference mom in good spirits, 
imA after greeting everyone made some remark, in substance,' inquiring as to 
key all liked his suntan. In addition to, the two items above, considered 
• fecti onable an d changed in accordance with General BRADLEY'S suggestions, 
Lionel ! I re called ' the PEARSON column .contained a sub-title along in 

the middle of the column, captioned "Silent Admiral" which described a state- 
ment at th e conference attributed to -Admiral. FECHTELER. It was Colonel 
I I recollection that in substance the comments attributed to FECHTELER 

were to the effect that the Navy Was ready to carry on its part in the Korean 
war if c alled on, any time, any place, and under any condition. Colonel. 

said he could not recall additional items in the PEARSON column, but 
did remember that next to the last item was the previously described objection- 
able reference to the granting of extensions of time beyond the December 27 
deadline. In connection with ANDERSON'S protestation that the column contained 
no violation of security, ANDERSON had. told General BRADLEY and his two 
assistants that he had lots more information from the conference and he had 
purposely left it out because there might be some question of security. In 
this connection, he referred to statements attributed to General VANDENBERG 
dealing with the air war and how it would affect us and by General COLLINS con- 
cerning troop rotation, and what we should do about it. 

Colonel stated he is familiar with the DREW PEARSON style of 

reporting and his information techniques from considerable experience with 
ANDERSON and he feels that this. information originated from an eye witness 
who attended the White House conference. He cautioned, however, that the ■ 
entire story may not have been obtained from, such a source of information and 
' added! that it may have been the w ork of two' or more reporters working in b 

conjunction, suc h as ANDERSON an d] another PEARSON reporter, or b 

'R0BER3»r£LLEN and I 1 He also called attention to the possibility 

that direct quotations! could have been passed on by a secondary source in the 
person of an assist ant to on e of those' attending the conference. In this 
connection. Colonel stated, that a surprising degree of detail can be 

assimilated by a man trained in this respect to receive information from the 
top man and be able to retain it in order, to make or implement decisions. 
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.Golonel l [ stated that a. leak offthls haturewas .hot the sort - ; 

of thing that was handled: by a telephone -conversation between the source , and 
the reporter* . He said -t hi sort of matter wouid "almost necessarily - indicate 
a person to person briefing" with- the. informant giving the: reporter'.a complete 
M fill-in n . or n run-down M on the entire proceedings*^- ; , ; ; 

At this time. Colonel called attention ; tp a column by 

ROBERT S. ALIEN, which he- stdted .appeai , ed:‘in'' ; .th.e- New York Mirror December 13, ’ 
195i, but actually appeared in the,: "Blu e Final"; of the New York Post on the .. 
evening of that date. Colonel ] | stated that reading the ALLEN column 

tended to confuse a bit his recollections of the. ANDERSON material, but be- 
lieved the column was in general- similar to: .the ' ANDERSON column. He observed 
that the ALLEN column appeared to iricldde . the, material in ANDERSON’ S column 
and in addition contained quotations' by General VANDENBERQ and General COLLINS, 
recalling in this connection, that ANDERSON had stated he had such items in . 
his possession, but did not Choose to. use ,them. 

Aft er reddin g "the- ROBERT S. -ALLEN column last night (December 13, 
1951) Colonel | | remarked he called Mr. CLAYTOHJ^flllTCHEY, Director of 

tv.vii r .0 _ ^ '7. l • n: j _ x> . mi a « iTtmt 


Public Info rmation, De partment of Defense; They discussed the ALLEN column 
and Colonel f ~1 recollection of &». FRITCHEY' s comment was PRITCHEY 

remarked t hat ALLEN had "scooped 11 PEARSON, by two days. The following day. 

Colonel | l and Mr. PRITCHET disc ussed the matter of the ALLEN and PEARSON 

columns and MT , FRITCHEY. told- Colonel ] 1 that he was at the DREW PEARSON,.. 

. residence at the time the discussion - in' General BRADLEY ’S office took place 
■, on the night Of December 12* iir* FRITCHEY told Colonel l [ that he was 

■ playing , bridge " at the PEARSON home when ANDERSON came by the DREW PEARSON • 
residen ce on his way to the Pentagon to take the column to General BRADLEY. b6 
Colonel l 1 stated FRITCHEY ha d related to him- that PEARSON had showed the b7c 

column to him (FRITCHEY) . Colonel ] j said FRITCHEY had made the ob- ’ 

-’servation he did not see anything harmful ,in the column as it had been dis- 
• played to .him by PEARSON., 


v-' ' ' At the conclusion of . this interview. Colonel I [ summed up . 

his observations by saying .in his opinion- there are two ways that the informa-, 
tion got out: either a. leak by- some member actually in attendance at the \ . 

White House conference, or. some, member in attendance told it to his respective 
- staff, and the: inf ormat ion ;leaked from that point. He continued that it. was 
his; belief that the .leak actuall y ’ came' fr om a person who had attended the 
White-House- 'conference . . Colonel | added it. was his own conclusion that 

the same source who furnished. .the data to. JACK ANDERSON also had given the . 
same "information t'o. ROBERT S., ALLEI1. ' '' V .7 
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On December 18, Colonel 


n 


f \ 


was reinterviewed for the purpose 


b6 
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of displaying to him the DREW PEARSON . colu mn as publi shed in the New York Daily 
Mirror, December 15/ 1951* It was Colonel \ | observation that with 

.only possibly minor editing, such as a comma here or there, he could see 
nothing significant in the PEARSON column as different from the original 
column which had been presented, by ANDERSON and read by General BRADLEY* 

He stated he thought all the principal points were in the column* He did 
not believe the first paragraphyin the column displayed is identical in form 
with the ANDERSON material, but he thought that the material that ANDERSON 
displayed to General BRADLEY <Ad have an introduction containing much the ■ 
same thought* He noted particularly the second sentence in the opening .< 
paragraph referring to an assurance from General BRADLEY that a cease fire 
could be worked out in Korea. . 
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INTERVIEW'- WITH COLONEL 


Colonel I 

. interviewed in his offic 
1951, by Special Agents 


jAide to General OMAR 3RADLEY, was . 
sntag on on the afternoon of December 14* 
fandl ” I 


‘ ' Colonel I I confirmed the story of Colonel T I 

of the return of General BRADLEY to the Pentagon about 6:30 p.m, on '' _: } 

December 12, 1951, with the report from President TRUMAN of the, news leak : ;i 
to JACK ANDERSON and the subsequent visit of ANDERSON to the office of 
General B RADLEY between 7: 00 and 7:30 p*m. the same evening* Colonel 

l also advised .that upon arrival, ANDERSON had displayed a lengthy 
typewritten document; on long sheets of yellow paper, resembling teletype 
paper, whi cp he presumed to be a full column. He stated perhaps one third 
or more of the material was devoted to the White House Conference and that 
General BRADLEY re ad this portion out loud in the presence of ANDERSON, 

Colonel and himself. He. advised that ANDERSON furnished no copy 

to. General BRADLEY and no notes were made. V 

. Colonel 1 1 stated that ANDERSON indicated that the column, 

. as prepared, did not have any items dangerous to security and informed 
General BRADLEY that he would delete or recommend deletion of anything . 
constituting a security violation. He advised that General BRADLEY .did 
not approve anything in the column or indicate that anything was accurate 
or. inaccurate. However, General BRADLEY objected to two items and 
designated these items on ANDERSON’ e copy at the suggestion of; Colonel fc 

He stated ANDERSON agreed to. change the two items to conform t 

with the suggestions of General BRADLEY and Colonel | ~1 He stated ' 

he was not completely clear as to the two items, but believed in one- 
item, ANDERSON agreed to delete a statement indicating that we 'are anxious 
for an armistice and would go to considerable lengths to obtain, it, and 
to; leave in the column a statement by the President that we should not 
gp and make any foolish concessions of mistakes which we would regret 
•thereafter. 

Colonel advised that prior to the arrival of ANDERSON 

at the office of General BRADLEY on the evening of December 12, 1951# General 
BRADLEY had- called Secretafy ROBERT LOVETT discussing the alleged leak and 
informing him of the concern Of the President, General BRADLEY also called. 
Under Secretary FRANCIS WHITEHAIR, who had originally reported the leak and 
discussed the leak and the President’s concern with Mr. WHITEHAIR. .- 
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■With reference to hi 3 recollections of the ANDERSON article 

Jstated. that it began by 


read by General BRADLEY, Colonel* 

referring to the White House conference and indicating that the information 
hereafter • came from an informed source or- a source dose to the White House* 
He stated it described President TRUMAN as entering the conference 'room, 
shaking hands with everybody, and making a remark about Florida and his 
suntan. He stated the article quoted the President suad indicated that 
the President opposed granting the Communists the right to rebuild air fields, 
roads, etc* He believed some remark wris Made by the President to the effect 
that vre should get along with the armistice negotiations* ; 
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Colonel [_ 


^advised that he knew of the White House conference 


on December 10, in advance, but was not informed of the topics for discussion 
arid had not discussed the conference with General BRADLEY or anyone else* 

He: stated, so far as he kne w, no notes or memoranda were made by General 
BRADLEY, Colonell |was able to furnish no individuals as suspects* 
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INTERVIEW WITH MS . CIAYTON FRITCHEY 


Mr. CIAiTCH FRITCHEY, Direotor, Office of Public Information, 
Department of Defense, waeintervieved at his office in th e Pentagon 
on Decem ber 17, 1951, by Special Agents I [and) |; 


Mr* FRITCHEY advised he possessed no information regarding 
the proceedings and discussions of tha White House Ccmference held 
December 10, 1951# and did not know the identities of those in attendance 
Other than from normal conjecture. Mr. FRITCHEY was advised it was under- 
stood he possessed some infoxioation' regarding an alleged leak from the 
conference to DREW PEABSCN or JACK ANDERSON, hie reporter. Mr. FRITCHEY 
stated on the afternoon of Tussday or' Wednesday of last week, at about 
5:00,. 4:00 or 5:00, ANDERSON had visited him .in his office. On this 
occasion, ANDERSON inquired as to what, transpired at the White House 
Conference, and FRTKlHEY said he knew nothing. ANDERSON replied that he 
had a "pretty good fill-in" on the conference, and PRITCHEY gathered 
from ANDERSON' s manner that he conaidered the material authentic, but 
not particularly exo iting, and that it had proved to be something of a 
let-down. ANDERSON gave FRITCHEY no details of the information in 
ANREBSCSfts possession. Mr. FftITCHEY remarked that he knew ANDERSON rather 
well, but, that ANDERSON does not visit him very of ten, and added that 
the reporters, Inc luding ANDERSON, know who to see and who 1 b vulnerable, 
indicating he was not in the latter category. 

At this point* Mr. FRITCHEY stated he was able to place, the 
date of ANDERSON'S visit as Tuesday,: December 11th, which was the day 
before he hiad visited DREW HEARSON* s. hams -for dinner and bridge. He 
laantipned DREW PEARSON does not, play bridge, personally, but hie’ wife ; 
enjoys the game. FRITCHEY stated that in route to PEARSON ' s residence . 
he had gone' bv the heme o f his as sistant. Lieutenant Colonel ] 

I and remarked that l I dl'd not har e dinner. He explained, \ b6 

later in the interview, that Colonel | l and his wife Joined the group b7c 

• far bridge after dinner. Dinner gneet'.H :rainflna d rew ekar scw and wife, 

land his wife, of Kentucky, : 


■: 1 ’ • While at dinner, or possibly Just before dinner began, JACK 
ANDERSON arrived at the PEARSON home, sad PEARSON invited FRITCHEY into 
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the hallway or reception room adjoining the living room, where he was. , 
shown an article pertaining tp the White House Conference* He stated, 
it was typewritten on several pages of yellow paper longer than the 
ordinary letter size, and he gathered it was part of the column. BEARS® 
told FRITCHEY the artic le contained several items to which General BRADLEY fc 
or hie assistant, Colonel f 1 or both, objected, and AHDERSCN was 

going to show it to these officers. At PEARS®’ s invitation, FRITCHEY read 
the article, which impressed him as being rather innocuous and pretty- 
tame. FRITCHEY stated, however, it struck him that despite the fact 
the column was not sensational, the fact that it indicated a leak had 
. occurred in such an important conference was significant and important. 

He . stated he did not suggest this to PEARSON, nor did he suggest that PEARSON 
withhold publication of the column. He advised PEARSON did not ask him 
to approve the artioie or to edit it in any way, and he did not do bo* 

He stated he supposed PEARSON showed him the column to double 0 hook the 
story, as this iB a normal technique. He remarked that it is well-known 
here that EEAISCN has excellent souroea, and this sort of thing occurs 
' regularly, and he did not feel It would, cause any furore. 

Mr. FRITCHEY advised that. ANDERSON then departed, and an hour 
or two later returned, at which time FRITCHEY was playing bridge i He 
stated he did not see: the column on this second visit of ANDERSON; how- 
ever, PEARSON informed him that one of two changes were suggested by 
General BRADLEY, and PEARS® stated that the column would he. changed as 
suggested. FRITCHEY gathered from this that the column would be dispatched, 
and added it was his conclusion that the column had appeared, although, 

. perhaps, not in the "Washington Post" as editors oftenvexeroise the perogative 
to delete columns or portions of columns, and in some instances, such 
as with the tabloids, to divide columns and publish them piecemeal in 
different editions, ' 

Mr. FRITCHEY advised that shortly before noon on 1 Saturday, 

December 15th, JACK ANIERS® . came to his office on another . unimportant, 
unrelated matter, at which time FRITCHEY twitted ANDERS® for being . 

' scooped by ROBERT S. ALLEN, whose column, containing information similar 
to that of ANDERS®, had appeared in the "New York Post" on December 15, 

I95I. FRITCHEY advised that ANDERS®, expressed surprise, which appeared 
to he -g enuine. F RITCHEY stated he had learned of the ALIEN column from b6 

Colonel l and thought he had a copy in his desk box; hoWever, b7< 

he could not locate the copy, and ANDERS® departed, apparently in search 
of a "New York Post" ccsxtaining '..the ALIEN column. FRITCHEY stated that.; 
on this second visit of ANDERS®, he did not mention the subject of an 


/ - 


WFO 65-6060 


Investigatio n, n or did FRITCHEY know about; the investigation at - that ' 
time. IRID5HEY stated that lie had first learned of any possible difficulty 
in connection with the oolumn while at. the home of PE5RSCW on December 12, 195 !, 
He did not know who PEARSCffor AHDERSOT : blamed for exposing ANDERS®, bu,t 
gathered from 0 olonel l I that M IS WHTTOmijR had reported the ■ ' r * 

matter. He stated he presumed PEARSON'knew that ANDERSON had seen FRITCHEY 
on the previous day, and told FRBPCBEY he had 4 good fill-in on the >" • 
conference proceedings* ■ . v .\ . ■; y - •; *.• •" 

’ " ■ Mr. FRITCHEY was asked for hie rec ollec tlons of the content 

of the original material,' which he read at the HEARS ON hcraa on the- evening 
of December 12. He stated that he re^dT the article hurriedly,- buti recalled 
that it quoted General ERADIEY, JOE^LLIHS and possibly General VANDENBERG, 
although he was not sure about this, and also contained a quotation . 
from the President. H© stated it appeared to him that ft was pretty 
much a statement of positions taken in the past by these officials* He 
thought the President had been quoted as saying we should not make con- 
cessions Which would hurt our positions, and that General COXUNS had 
declared he thought we could hold the present line or our present positions 
whether there was an armistice or not. 


Mr. FRITCHEY examined the "New York Post” column of ROBERT 
ALLEN dated December Ig I 95 I, whioh whs available at this time, and 
Bald that the material in this column pretty well paralleled that of 
the ANDERS® material described above, but could offer no - suggestion in 
this connection. He stated he did not have any idea where PEARSON or 
ANDH2SCN had obtained the information an which the PEARSON article was 
.based, nor did he have any idea whethsf PEARSON actually prepared it* 

He stated the same was true With reference to ALIEN, ■whom he knows, but 
has not seen in several months, the last occasion being when ALIEN 
•visited the Pentagon- Building to attend a regular montly press conference 
of General GEORGE MARSHALL. In this connection, he mentioned that ALIEN 
haS a leg-man, whp covers the Pentagon in much the same manner as 
ANDERS® does for PEARSON, but he does not know the name of this reporter. 
Mr. FR3TCHEY stated he knew no one who attended the conference, who was 
particularly close to PEARSON, nor anyone who had ever furnished any con- 
fidential information to PEARSON in the past . As indicated, he dec lared 
he aid not know with certainty who attended the conference. He stated 
he did not recall any red hot tips coming out of the Pentagon since t 
the' last investigation had been made concerning PEARS CON ? e leaks, and 
he thought that PEARSON may . have been frightened somewhat at the time 
of that investigation. He suggested that the' type of individual, who 
might furnish information to PEARSON would be one interested in politics . 
and very ambitious, politically or otherwise* ‘ • 


